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descriptions, the salt and the sweet, the former having been, lately reclaimed from the sea, and varying in fertility from almost barren land to that which by constant annual inundation with fresh water had become almost as productive as the sweet rice land. A different system of classification from that in use in the sweet lands had to be adopted, the relative value being determined by the smaller or greater admixture of salt found in the soil. They were further classified according to their nearness to the sea, those at a distance being safe from flooding and being, accordingly relatively more valuable. The classification of the sweet rice lands depended chiefly on their fitness for the production of the more or less valuable descriptions of rice. The villages were divided into seven classes, with rates varying from a maximum of Es. 6 to one of Es. 4 for sweet rice, and from Es. 4 to Es.4| in salt; by modification, in consequence of its producing only inferior kinds of rice, the latter were reduced in some cases to. E. 1. The adoption of these rates would result in the Mtimlatdar's charge in an increase of about 3f per cent., and in the Mahalkari's. in a decrease of about 19 per cent. Taking the two together, the new rates showed a total increase of Es. 6,240 over the average collections of the ten previous years. Garden and dry-crop lands,, of which the area was small, had rates varying from E. 1J- to Es. 2|.
The area of varlcas was for the most pare calculated from the village maps, that which was held together with rice being kept separate from that which was not so held. The rates proposed were four annas on the coast and three annas inland. The total assessment would be Es. 1,700 in excess of the average proceeds of ten years. It was proposed to treat the izafat villages in the same way as elsewhere.
With regard to lands reclaimed from the sea, it was proposed to continue the existing practice in cases in which the land was held by one or more private individuals, that is, in the former for the owner to make a special grain levy and be responsible for the repair of the embankments, and in the latter for the repairs to be carried out by mutual arrangement among the body of holders. In the case of Government reclamations it was proposed to levy a repairing fee of eight annas an acre ; the repairs would be made by the villagers, and paid for by the assistant collectors. These
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